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BUSINESS REPORT

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
64th LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Date: Wednesday, April 8, 2015
Place: Capitol

Time:3:00 PM
Room:152

BILLS and RESOLUTIONS HEARD:

SB 233 - Provide for medicaid waiver protection for certain military families - Sen. Mary Caferro

SB 411 - Plan for the closure of Montana developmental center at Boulder - Sen. Mary Caferro

EXECUTIVE ACTION TAKEN: None

Gomments:

M
REP. Art Wittich, Chair
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VXONTAN{A HOUSE OF REPRESEI]{TATNVHS

HEAITH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

ROLL CALL

[7 N,{EN,{tsERS

DATE: 4'B ' rc

NAN,{E PRESENT ABSENT/EXCUSED
REP. ART WITTICH. CHAIRMAN (
REP. KIRK WAGONER, VICE CHAIRMAN /
REP. ELLIE BOLDMAN HILL. VICE CHAIR r/
REP. SETH BERGLEE ,/
REP. ALAN DOANE t/
REP. JENNY ECK r'
REP. BILL HARRIS (
REP. DENISE HAYMAN r'
REP. STEPHANIE HESS (
REP. TOM JACOBSON r/
REP. JESSICA KARJALA t/
REP. FORREST MANDEVILLE t/
REP. ALBERT OLSZEWSKI ,/
REP. CAROLYN PEASE-LOPEZ t/
REP. GORDON PIERSON

REP. ALAN REDFIELD (

REP. VINCE RICCI (
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MONTANA House of Representatives
Visitors Register

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Wednesd"y, April 8, 2015
SB 233 - Provide for medicaid waiver protection for certain military families
Sponsor: Sen. Mary Caferro

PLEASE PRINT

Name Representing Support Oppose lnfo
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written
testimony.



MONTANA House of Representatives
Visitors Register

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Wednesd"y, April 8, 2015
SB 411 - Plan for the closure of Montana developmental center at Boulder
Sponsor: Sen. Mary Caferro

PLEASE PRINT

Name Representing Support Oppose, Info
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written
testimonv.



MONTANA House of Representatives
Visitors Register

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Wednesd"y, April 8, 2015
SB 411 - Plan for the closure of Montana developmental center at Boulder
Sponsor: Sen. Mary Caferro

PLEASE PRINT

Name Representing Support Oppose lnfo
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written
testimony.



MONTANA House of Representatives
Visitors Register

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Wednesday, April 8, 2015
SB 411 - Plan for the closure of Montana developmental center at Boulder
Sponsor: Sen. Mary Caferro

PLEASE PRINT

Name Representing Support Oppose Info
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written
testimony.



MONTANA House of Representatives
Visitors Register

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Wednesday, April 8, 2015
SB 233 - Provide for medicaid waiver protection for certain military families
Sponsor: Sen. Mary Caferro

PLEASE PRINT

Name Representing Support Oppose Info
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care to submit written
testimony.



MONTANA House of Representatives
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HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Wednesd"y, April 8, 201S
SB 411 - Plan for the closure of Montana developmental center at Boulder
Sponsor: Sen. Mary Gaferro
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Honorable Legislators

It is not fiscally responsible to rebuild and restaffanother set of facilities to rehabilitate the people w?ro
are cunently being served at MDC. Lowell Bartels is Interim Chaplain at MDC.

The Montana Development Center in Boulder, MT provides a very well structured environment and
many other services, 24-1,to peopla who are violent and psychologically unstable. They have been
committed to MDC but they are not all criminals.
MDC ptovides therapeutic rehabilitation training. Iast year 39 clients were admitted and 37 were placd
in the community. 3 returned bccause they were not ablo to live safely in the community. Today there
are 50 clients there.

SB 411 to close MDC is a poor plan. The clients srved at MDC are a danger to them selves and to
others. Last week they broke 15 more windowq and 5 car windows and that is with almost l:l staffing.
4l staffhave bcen injured in the last year. We are not blking about meek and mild. They have been
committed to MDC for a reason. MDC is a tneatnrent @nt€r, not a dead end institution. If you do not
have housing and staffof equal quality in place to demonstrate their abilitieq this is a no brainer. DO
Nor close a functioning efficient rehabilitation center. vote No for sB 4l l.

Yes, I own my home and live in Boulder, I am an occupational trerapist/ r€tired with 35 years
experience wo*ing with people with disabilities of all ages across the stat€ of Montana

Yes, there has been b.ad press because of incidents which have occurred : some ofthe clients have
committed vio,le_nt *pts ggainst one another, and sgainst stafr, It is not always the staffwho have
committed abuse. They are so violent and difficult even the state mental hospitat in Warm Springs and
gther group homes refuse to accept them. Last week 5 clients of AWARE wCre referrea to mfC,
because they were unable to control them.

So, ifthe center is closed where will these people go? There is no place in Montana prepared or with
trained staffand with a psychiatrist beoause they are on psychotropic medications.

Plaase vote NO to SB Bill 4lltlt lt is crftical to the saiety of each client stafr member
and the publh.
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Ir{orth Central Independent Living Services' Inc'
] I20 25Th AVE NE

Black Eagle, MT 59414

MainOIfice' 406'452-9834

Toll Free 500'823'6245

Fax 406-453'3940

Chair Wittish and House l-Iuman Services:

Wc, atNorth Central Indopenderrt Livine Service$, Inc. submit this testimony in support o:t'

SB4l l. We believr th;i tfiil ltlom. *-d Co*o',*ity llased Systems do bene'fit all Montanfln*

with disabilities. Consunrers who live at Morrtana Divelopnrental Center should be able to live

work, play and receive necess*ry tr"atm.ntt *touglrout Mbntana This is a civil rights iss'e for

Morrtanarrs with disabiuties. TIie stut* oiMoutaril shourd imprcment policies that facilitate and

foster community ri*ne ;u*es of Montanans with disabiritiis botrr in institutions and in

oomurunity settings *iil not be tolerated by Montarra's disability comnrunity'

$*UffiS rtu"*
IL Spocialist

l-iorih Central lndependent Living Sewices

I120 25 th Avenue North East

Black Eagle, Montana 5q414

(405) 452-9834
rrci ls. pater:a@bresn an'net


